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xnissioner, Mr. Mansfield, at the end of the same year, notwithstanding that the Collector had pointed out that in the grouping of the villages but little, if any, attention had been paid to the principles of the Joint Eeport. A glance at the map of the subdivision svould prove this, if the Superintendent himself had not admitted it in Ms .Report. The subdivision is separated from the rest of the Collectorate in the north-east, and, with the exception, of a small portion that touchesKapadvanj, inKheda, is surrounded on all sides, partly by Gaikvari, and partly by Idar, territory. Ib had nominally four divisions, Parantej itself, under a Mamlatdar, and Harsol, Modasa, and Bayad, under Thandars or Mohalkaris. In the present account they will be treated as two, viz., Parantej with Harsol, and Modasa with Bayad. The surface of the country, which rises to low hills in the north-east of Parantej, is on the whole gently undulating, and is watered by six rivers, the Sabar-mati, the Hatmati, the Khari, the Mesva, the Majam, and the Vatrak. There is also, from the point of junction of the first two rivers to below Parantej, a curious depression, evidently an old river-bed, called the Bok, in which the water lies very near the surface, and is used extensively for rice-beds and other irrigation. The soil is, for the most part, the ordinary light-coloured gordru of Gujarat, but is not so fertile as that farther south, near Ahmad-abad and Kheda. In the north of Modasa it becomes poor and rocky, but in some parts of Parantej water lies so near the surface that it can be raised from mere pits, and so thoroughly moistens the ground that two or three crops in the year can be raised from it. The difference between the two divisions is marked in several ways, Parantej having a population of 203 to the square mile of comparatively well-to-do, industrious, and skilful cultivators, mostly Kunbis, and Modasa one of only 96, mostly poor and unskilful Kolis, only reclaimed from turbulence and habits of plunder since the advent of British rule. It was stated by Lieut. Melvill, under whom a so-called Revenue Survey was carried out in 1823-1824, as in other parts of the province, that according to tradition this part of the country had once been well populated and prosperous, but had been depopulated in the famine of 1747, since which time a large portion of Modasa and Bayad had relapsed into jungle, and had not been able to recover itself in the dts-